
Remnants of the Kula Forest Reserve 
By Mats Fogelvik 
 
 One of the most devas-
tating wildfires on Maui to 
date, a blaze in Kula Forest 
Reserve consumed almost 
2,300 acres in late Febru-
ary.  The Department of 
Land and Natural Re-
sources (DLNR) closed the 
Reserve to all activities due 
to concerns for public 
safety from burned trees 
that were falling or haz-
ardous.  However, I re-
ceived special permission to go up there and see the devastation for myself.  
This forest was a very popular recreation area with miles of trails for hiking 
and mountain biking.  One cigarette butt tossed by some careless individual 
ignited the inferno. 
 Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) forester Lance deSilva esti-
mated approximately 1,800 acres were burned down, and the remaining 500 
will recover.  It was strange walking there because it was so quiet and light.  
The under story and branches were gone, leaving just the trunks behind.  
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Mahalo Renewing Corporate Members 
Don Bryan, President and CEO Tradewinds Forest Products, LLC. 
 

Mahalo Renewing Business Members 
 

Dale Adams, President Oahu Tree Recycling, Inc.; J. Kelly Dunn; Kent Lighter, 
Owner Kohala Nui Farms; Owen Graham, Alaska Forest Association.  
 

Mahalo New Individual Members 
Ray Kobayashi, President/RME R.K. Builders, Inc.; Kent Untermann, Pictures Plus. 
 

Mahalo Renewing Individual Members 
Frank McClure, Wooden Shapes; Marsha Erickson; J.B. Friday, Extension Forester 
University of Hawai�i Cooperative Extension Service; Katie Friday, USDA Forest 
Service Associate Pacific Islands Forester; Hui O Laka; Scott Giarman; Joshua 
Goldstein, Graduate Student Stanford University; Kelly Kaupu, Koa O Kekai; Andy 
Magoulick; Peter Naramore, The Kingswood Shop, Kula; Donald Riedel, Bamboo 
Guild/Forest Committee/Garden Island RC&D; Robert Schaefer;  Scott Sullivan, 
Woodworker; Marian Yasuda; Ben Yee, Koa�aina Ventures. 

Continued on page 2 

Kula Fire-Scorched eucalyptus 
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Aftermath of the Kula Fire 
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Hawaii�s Wood brand 
represent fine items 
crafted in  
Hawai�i.  It guarantees 
your customer that 
your product 
is unique, 
made from 
wood grown 
here in  
Hawai�i.   
Order your 
tags and  
stickers  
today! 

Kula Fire continued from page 1 

Needles and leaves that did not burn have fallen down and now cover the ground.  You can now walk in 
areas that were once impenetrable. 
     The park camping area and all the buildings were amazingly untouched, as well as the redwood section 
of the forest.  Fortunately the state cabin was saved, however the fire burned right up to it.  Flames 

reaching over 300 feet were seen from Wailuku.  The ra-
diata pine and cypress are messy, branchy trees with a lot 
of fuel load.  Apparently DLNR is not going to replant 
these species, although they should be planting redwood, 
koa, and ohia.  Eventually they will need a lot of volunteers 
helping to replant.   
     Most of the standing dead trees are unsalvageable be-
cause they are in remote, steep areas.  Only the timber 
along the road is accessible.  These standing dead trees will 
pose a threat in a few years because they will be more 
flammable once they have dried out.        

 

 
     I also met a chainsaw crew who were cutting 
down trees along the trail, which were in danger 
of falling over.  It was quite a mess up there, and I 
anticipate it will take awhile until it is open to the 
public again.   
 DLNR is continuing to work in the area to 
mitigate the situation by inspecting and removing 
hazardous trees, repairing trail and road grades, 
and initiating fence repair work.   
 To view more photos of the scorched forest, 
go to my website at 
http://www.fogelvik.com/forestfire.html. 

Kula Fire- Plum Trail Sign 



Hawaii�s Wood Posters 
Attention members!  Remember to pick up your complimentary Hawaii�s Wood Poster at Fogelvik Furniture on Maui 

(575-7678); Martin & MacArthur in Honolulu (845-6688); or contact HFIA  (933-9411) 
or email us at hawaii.forest@hawaiiantel.net. 

International Tropical Timber Association (ITTO) Tropical Forest Update 
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Market Trends 

 

By Jairo Castaño  
 

Weather Factors Steer Timber Prices  

 In recent months tropical timber prices have been particularly affected by weather.  A longer 
than usual rainy season in West and Central Africa and heavy thunderstorms in Southeast Asia have 
driven prices upwards due to supply shortages.  Mild winters in Europe and Japan have held demand 
relatively steady, further contributing to rising prices.  This is in stark contrast to previous years 
when business slowed considerably during Christmas and the winter months, usually resulting in 
downward pressure on prices. 
 
Far East demand lifts African prices 

 West and Central African timber prices held onto 2006 gains in December as opposed to previ-
ous years when prices weakened ahead of the Christmas holiday.  Tight supply and active demand 
from China and India continued to support prices.  In January, West and Central African log prices 
surged on the back of robust demand from the Far East, a longer than usual rainy season and a mild 
winter in Europe.   Prices for African mahogany (khaya) logs are reaching new 13-year highs. Sapele 
log prices have also been edging up and are at levels roughly similar to those of iroko. 
 

Flooding sends Southeast Asian prices up 

 Prices for Southeast Asian timber products rose sharply 
across the board in early January after severe thunderstorms 
struck several production areas and floods forced evacuations 
in Malaysia and Indonesia.  Prices for Southeast Asian timber 
products have risen moderately since then as flooding receded 
in most states, except the Jakarta area and Sarawak.  Some small 
mills may be driven out of business due to inadequate insurance 
coverage for such disasters.  As of February 2007, meranti logs 
had reached 14-year highs while dark red meranti sawnwood 
prices were at their highest level since ITTO started to track 
this product in 1998.  Meanwhile, prices for Southeast Asian ply-
wood (notably meranti) reached fresh ten-year highs, finally  re-
covering from the doldrums that followed the Asian financial cri-
sis of a decade ago.  Prices for rubberwood raw materials and 
furniture have also risen, fuelled by record prices for natural la-
tex and weather-related factors.  Business activity in Southeast 
Asia slowed in mid-February ahead of the Chinese New Year celebrations.   
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                                               Spring Forward! 
HFIA Spring Membership DriveHFIA Spring Membership DriveHFIA Spring Membership Drive   

 

Calling all members!  Encourage a new person to join HFIA and you and your new recruit will have a chance to win a 
drawing for the entry of one piece at the Hawaii's Woodshow 2007, Na La`au o Hawai`i in September.  Sponsor member 
will get one additional chance to win with each new member referred.  
 

HFIA has been the voice of the Hawaii's forest industry since 1989 and is respected by many for its contributions to im-
proving the health and productivity of Hawaii's forests.  Our strength, however, lies with our members.  With increased 
membership we gain a stronger voice.  We know that our membership blossoms when we personally reach out to our 
colleagues.  

Benefits of MembershipBenefits of MembershipBenefits of Membership   

! A monthly newsletter updating current happenings among HFIA's members and throughout the forest industry;  
! Access to HMAA medical insurance;  
! An opportunity to exhibit at HFIA's annual Woodshow, which attracts thousands of woodworking enthusiasts as 

well as extensive media attention, and a special invitation to the opening night reception;  
! An opportunity to participate in the "Hawaii's Wood" Branding Program and benefit from its PR program;  
! A reduced rate for workshops including those for woodworking featuring nationally-known guest woodworkers;  
! Agriculture Hawai�i, a quarterly magazine distributed to members of the state's agricultural & business communities;  
! A vote in the election for the board of directors and invitation to mingle with your fellow members at an annual gen-

eral membership meeting.  
 

$35 individual member $35 individual member   $125 business member $125 business member   $300 corporate member$300 corporate member  

Get your membership application online at www.hawaii-forest.org 



Place Your Ad Today!Place Your Ad Today!Place Your Ad Today!   
Only $5 for 25 words!  This newsletter goes out to approximately 200 members.   

Promote your business or event and help support your Forest Industry Association at the same time!   
Send the wording of your ad along with a check payable to: 

HFIA 
P. O. Box 10216  
Hilo, HI 96721 

by the 1st of each month 
 

Mahalo for your support! 

Hawai�i Forest Industry Association and the National Tropical Botanical Gardens are 
seeking a highly motivated manager to maintain and manage the Kaupulehu Dryland 
Forest in North Kona.  Requires BA/BS and minimum two years experience in natural 
resource management, forestry, site maintenance, or related field.  Experience in irri-
gation, plant, fence, fire break, and weed maintenance.  Must have strong leadership 
and PR skills. $40,000/yr. + benefits.  Send resume to P.O. Box 10216 Hilo, HI 96721 
or email: hawaii.forest@hawaiiantel.net. 
 
The National Tropical Botanical Garden is seeking an Assistant Field Botanist.  Prefer-
ence will be given to persons with a Bachelor�s Degree, preferably Master�s in Botany 
or a related field.  Submit application to: National Tropical Botanical Garden Attn: 
Shantell Lau 3530 Papalina Rd. Kalaheo, HI  96741 Phone: (808) 332-7324 ext. 229 
FAX:   (808) 332-9765 E-Mail: slau@ntbg.org 
 
HFIA�s Fifteenth Annual Statewide Juried Furniture & Woodworking Show will be 
held Saturday, September 8 through Sunday, September 16, 2007 at the Academy Art 
Center at Linekona � Honolulu Academy of Arts.  For more information on the 
Woodshow, please contact Marian Yasuda 221-5171 , mnyasuda@hawaii.rr.com; or 
Heidi Wild 587-7048, hwild728@aol.com or visit our website at http://hawaii-
forest.org.   
 
DLNR released a Koa Salvage and Reforestation Project, Hilo Forest Reserve Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP) for a koa (Acacia koa) timber salvage opportunity for ap-
proximately 205 acres located in the Hilo Forest Reserve on the Island of Hawai�i.  
Copies of this RFP are available at 1151 Punchbowl Street Room 325, Honolulu, Ha-
wai�i 96813 or by download at the State Procurement Office website (http://
www.spo.hawaii.gov/) or at DOFAW website (http://www.dofaw.net). 

 
For more information, please call us at 808-933-9411  

or email us at hawaii.forest@hawaiiantel.net 
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Michael Constantinides, Forest Program Manager 
DOFAW 

Email: Michael.Constantinides@hawaii.gov 
 

The information below is an important development and the research proposed could do much to resolve 
questions that currently surround timber operations and the endangered Hawaiian Hoary Bat. 
 

Hawai�i Bat Research Cooperative (HBRC) 
Proposed Research and Funding Needs 

 

Important development in the efforts to develop new research and associated budgets for the Hawaiian 
Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus).  
 

Present distribution and population trends of the bat are difficult to assess due to biologcial/behavioral char-
acteristics of this species.  It is therefore difficult to evaluate the recovery of the species as per the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Recovery Plan, the recovery criteria of which are largely based on population 
inferences.  During research activities conducted for the Hawai�i Bat Research Cooperative (HBRC), over the 
last three years, HBRC & U.S. Geological Survey Biological Resources Division (BRD) scientists developed 
new methodologies of automated ultrasound detection and data logging, combined with occupancy analysis.  
Where it was previously not possible to quantitatively document population trends in Hawaiian Hoary Bats, 
they now believe this methodology could address population dynamics of the bat.   
 

Frank Bonaccorso who is with BRD and the lead HBRC scientist is currently in the process of publishing the 
methodology and initial findings he and his team developed for monitoring Hawaiian Hoary Bats in the Journal 
of Mammalogy. Unfortunately, current funding for the HBRC project is anticipated to run out in June of this 
year.  USFWS, BRD and the Division of Forestry and Wildlife have been working collaboratively to identify 
and submit proposals to various granting programs to extend this project for another five years.  
 
In cooperation with HBRC members, USFWS is seeking funding for efforts to collect data necessary to docu-
ment bat population status and distribution, provide data and analysis of Hawaiian Hoary Bat occupancy 
trends, distribution, and reproduction in natural populations over a five year period on the islands of Hawai�i, 
Maui, and Kauai.  Furthermore, such research and resulting data will be used for assessing the endangered 
status of the species within the framework of bat Recovery Plan criteria, including downlisting or delisting re-
views. 
 

In the past month, USFWS has applied to its "Showing Success" program ($111,000), and USGS-BRD has ap-
plied for USFWS end of year discretionary funds ($89,800).  Furthermore, both agencies are concurrently 
applying to the USGS Science Support Partnership Program ($48,000). It will be possible to apply to each of 
these grant programs for similar amounts in each year of an anticipated five year project. 
 

The projected budget for this five year project proposal is approximately $665,000.  The grant programs de-
tailed above are competitive so there is no way to anticipate which proposals might be awarded in any given 
year, or what percentage of the project might receive funding.  In addition, some grants require funding 
matches.  At our last HBRC meeting in April, several individuals/organizations expressed ideas and interest in 
supporting continued research on the bat (after our current project winds down).  Therefore, we are seeking 
support from our partners and others in the form of in-kind services (research sites, labor, equipment), and 
importantly, monetary contributions.  Please let us know if you are interested in participating in this research 
and what type of contributions you or your organization would be able to make.  If you would like further 
information on the grant applications, proposed research or anticipated outcomes, please contact Marigold 
Zoll directly: marigold.s.zoll@hawaii.gov, 587-4166.  
 

Regards, Michael Constantinides 
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REGARDING: DONATION REQUEST FOR HAWAII�S WOODSHOW 2007 
 
Dear Friends of the Hawai�i Forest Industry Association, 
 
Hawaii�s Woodshow 2007, the 15th annual woodworking exhibition sponsored by the Hawai�i Forest Indus-
try Association, will be held at the Academy Art Center - Honolulu Art Academy from September 8th 
through September 16th, 2007.  This juried event will be open to the public and will display woodworking 
and furniture crafted by Hawaii�s premier artists created from wood grown here in the islands.  Each year, 
this show attracts over 5,000 attendees, both local and visitors. There is no charge for admission. 
 
Hawaii�s Woodshow is HFIA�s primary showcase for both the world-class woodworkers and the extensive 
palette of woods in which they work.  This show endeavors to promote not only the excellent craftsmanship 
of our woodworkers, but also to impart an appreciation for the wide variety of trees which can be grown 
here in the islands in a sustainable manner.  Rare or endangered woods are inadmissible to the show as are 
pieces that are made of imported woods. 
 
Community support is vital to the success of Hawaii�s Woodshow.  Sales and donations go directly to sup-
port the exhibition and your assistance will play a role in making the Woodshow 2007 the finest venue in the 
state.  We are seeking both monetary donations and items to be offered in our silent auction to help under-
write show expenses.  A form is enclosed for your convenience, and we ask that you respond by September 
3, 2007.  If you have questions, please call Marian Yasuda at 221-5171 or email Marian at  
mnyasuda@hawaii.rr.com.  
 
HFIA is a community-based non-profit organization founded by and for people interested in managing and 
maintaining healthy, sustainable, and productive forests for future generations.  HFIA is a 501(c)6 trade asso-
ciation and contributions are generally deductible as a business expense.  Our association currently has over 
200 members including woodworkers, growers, retailers, environmentalists, and government officials.  
 
Please consider a donation for HAWAII�S WOODSHOW 2007.  For more information, please visit our web-
site at www.hawaii-forest.org. 
 
Mahalo nui loa. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marian Yasuda  
Hawaii�s Woodshow 2007 � Event Coordinator 
mnyasuda@hawaii.rr.com 
808-221-5171 
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HAWAII�S WOODSHOW 2007 DONATION 

and SILENT AUCTION REQUEST 
 

Company name:   Address:        

 

City:   Zip:         

 

Contact Person: ___________________________ Phone:         

 

Fax:   Email:         

    

All Donations are acknowledged in the program; 

 Platinum ($1,000.00+) � receives 10 invitations 

 Gold ($500.00 � 999.00) � receives 5 invitations 

 Silver ($250.00 � 499.00) � receives 4 invitations 

 Bronze ($100.00 � 249.00) � receives 2 invitations 

 Copper (to $100.00) � Acknowledged during the award presentations 

 

Platinum through Bronze donors receive invitations to the private opening night reception and all donors will be ac-
knowledged during the award presentations that evening.  Platinum and Gold sponsors may also have their 
business logos printed in the show program that gets distributed to every attendee. 
 

YES!  We would like to contribute $_________ to the HFIA Woodshow 2007.  I will make a check out to HFIA and 
mail by September 3, 2007 to; 

           HFIA Woodshow 2007 

           c/o Marian Yasuda 

           2507 Myrtle St. 

           Honolulu, Hi.  96816 
 

We are also seeking Opening Night Silent Auction donations! 

YES!  We would like to contribute (product description) _____________________ 

___________________ for Hawaii�s Woodshow 2007.  Please pick it up at: _______________________ between  

the hours of ________and _________.  
 

Questions?  Please call Marian Yasuda at 808-221-5171 

Or email at mnyasuda@hawaii.rr.com 
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Hawaii Forest Industry Association 

Spring Membership Drive 

  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION                                 INVOICE 

 Mahalo nui loa for your interest in HFIA!  We thank you for your support of our many programs and activities in 
advocacy, forest science, information exchange, marketing, education, and training.  Members also receive addi-
tional benefits, including a monthly members-only newsletter, the quarterly Agriculture Hawaii magazine; and re-
duced event fees. 

Date:     Recruited by:         
 

Yes, please enter me in the drawing for the entry of one piece at HFIA�s Woodshow 2007: ! 
Yes, please enter recruiter in the drawing for the entry of one piece at HFIA�s Woodshow 2007: ! 

Annual Dues (please mark one) 

! $35 individual member    ! $125 business member         ! $300 corporate member 
Individuals with an interest in                   People who make their living        Multi-employee companies and 
HFIA�s goals; professionals in                  from the forest & forest products;                     organizations 
related fields; students         one- and two- person businesses 
 

Name:  Title:  _______________________________________          

Organization/Company:  _______________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address:  _______________________________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip code:  _____________________________________________________________________  

Telephone:  (home) __________________      (work) __________________      (fax) _________________  

Email:  _________________________________  Web address:  ________________________________  

Affiliation with forest industry (please check all that apply): 

 ___ Arborist ___ Architect ___ Building   Construction ___Consultant 

 ___ Ecotourism ___ Educator ___ Government Agency ___Harvester/Logger 

 ___ Landowner/manager ___ Manufacturer ___ Miller ___Non-profit Agency 

 ___Nursery ___Professional Forester  ___ Researcher ___Retailer/Gallery 

 ___Student ___Tree planter/Field labor ___Wholesaler ___Woodworker 

 ___Other (please specify):  _________________________________________________________________ 

Please make check payable to HFIA and return this form with your membership dues to: 

HFIA         P. O. Box 10216       Hilo, HI  96721 
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